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CANTER Core Steering Group Meeting  

18 June 2026 – public MINUTES  

1. Welcome and apologies 

Chair: Julia Shrubb. 

• Attendees: Laura Peachey, Mary Bawn, Jodie Perrett, Jacqui Matthews, Wendy Talbot, Diane Gilby, 
Tim Mair, Lois Unitt, Lucy Coyne, Rebecca Mearns, Hillary Cowley, James Carrier, Gwyn Jones, Steve 
Howard, Bridget Lloyd.  

• Apologies: Claire Shand, Jeremy Johnson, Bryan Lovegrove, Nicola Housby-Skeggs, Dawn Howard, 
Martin Nielsen, Chris Shaw/Rachel Andrews, Claire Williams, Victoria Murrell, Andrew Cairns, Hilary 
Glasgow. 

2. Review of minutes & actions 

• March minutes were approved, having had a couple of small edits implemented.  

• Actions from last minutes have been completed in the main part, with relevant updates enclosed in 
these minutes.  

3. Updates on recent activity - Julia  

• We are grateful to Tim, Laura, Nicky, Martin and Diane for their effort and commitment to 
complete the two new chapters that were published in May. 

• Our thanks to Martin for the Large Strongyle myth-buster now available on the CANTER webpage 

• Jacqui, Tim, Jeremy and Julia have developed the piperazine document which is now available: 
https://canterforhorses.org.uk/considerations-associated-with-piperazine-use-in-equine-parasite-
control/  

• Podcast recording is well underway, with three final chapters left to record - our thanks to all 
involved with this task alongside Mary and Julia. Podcasts are being produced to deliver CANTER 
guidelines in a different medium, to make them more accessible.  

4. Funding and Governance Update Julia / Dawn  

• Finances were discussed based on the strategic plan set out in June 2025, with the ongoing CANTER 
activity plans in place, it feels appropriate to seek ongoing funding support. Letters will be 
distributed to the Core Steering Group and other supporters on the distribution list.  

• There were no objections to this approach.  

5. Guideline review - Julia 

New Chapters - The news piece written in May to accompany the announcement of the new chapters was 
picked up by others such as BEVA and has already been shared widely within veterinary circles.  
2026 Autumn Guideline review - The Autumn review this year will ensure any new, relevant information is 
added, otherwise there should be a few simple tweaks with an opportunity to address any gaps identified 
over the year.   
Practical representation of risk scenarios – an infographic to present this information is being considered.  
Guidelines promotion to prescribers 

• Podcasts will be released at the end of summer/autumn, may have a phased approach. 

• CANTER have been invited to take part in a series of BVA webinars running with RUMA Agri, 
alongside SCOPS and COWs, this is on hold until podcasts have been completed.  

• AMTRA have updated their training manual, with thanks from Hillary to all involved, for the support 
of the steering group and chapter authors, allowing the use of the CANTER Guidelines in their 
entirety. The updated version will be available to their students this summer.   

CANTER website – we have renamed one of the news sections to Case studies and focus articles, removing 
the reference to White Papers, which seems more appropriate.   

6. Report on progress of CANTER subgroup activities 

Research subgroup – Laura Peachey 

• The Research subgroup have not met since the March Steering Group Meeting.  

• Website - the research area is undergoing some updates to encourage more engagement.  

• Shared CANTER Google-drive – They have created a master spreadsheet to collate all active 
projects – all are invited to share further information on other external or internal research 

https://canterforhorses.org.uk/myths-and-realities-about-the-bloodworm-strongylus-vulgaris/
https://canterforhorses.org.uk/considerations-associated-with-piperazine-use-in-equine-parasite-control/
https://canterforhorses.org.uk/considerations-associated-with-piperazine-use-in-equine-parasite-control/
https://canterforhorses.org.uk/
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projects. This will build the picture on areas which require further attention and will help to 
prioritise focus on areas in need of more research, to help to guide applications for funding. 

• There are no active projects on Tapeworm specifically which is a concern with some alarming 
results regarding Tapeworm efficacy - there is a need to understand how we can sustainably control 
this in the case of multi-drug resistance.  

• EU Cost Action Application – led by Nicky Walsh, to bring together a collaboration of European 
equine researchers to develop and implement surveillance and solutions for sustainable control 
strategies to these rapidly growing concerns.  

o After some discussion all were in favour that it would be appropriate for CANTER to 
express an interest joining the collaboration. 

o Others interested in joining the collaboration are invited to contact Laura via 
bridget@bridget-lloyd.com or via Research - CANTER or get in touch 

▪ It is not a research project. 
▪ The objective is to gather momentum around equine parasitology - what we can 

learn through knowledge exchange with the various control mechanisms in place.  
▪ A tangible link to a wider group of stakeholders active in this area. 
▪ Focused meetings concerning; surveillance/gap analysis, research approaches, 

diagnostics/deliverables, white papers/systematic reviews, knowledge transfer. 
▪ As an EU group they consider policies across countries/regions.  
▪ Online meetings and workshops with an annual face-to-face meeting.. 
▪ In-person meetings: expenses for travel are covered by the EU Cost Action Group. 

o Next step – they are meeting 3rd July – Laura will confirm that CANTER is interested, the 
following meeting will be supporting the written application process.  

▪ Any CANTER equivalent across EU please let us know? 

Communication subgroup – Claire Shand / Mary Bawn  

The Comms subgroup meetings have reconvened to develop ideas around the Horse Owner communication 
strategy and campaign activation. The main issue we need to address with this audience is how to present 
the CANTER messages to help owner confidence in their decision making and provide guidance based on 
sound evidence – how to do things differently rather than simply reaching for chemicals. Through this 
meeting, the Comms Group seek the support of the core steering group, to continue to activate this 
campaign and to highlight any areas of concern. 

Objective: We will need strong, sustainable activation – with a phased and appropriate approach and have 
developed a phrase to outline our key objective and keep us on track. 

CANTER drives a strong “Call to action”: Must be simple, easy messaging to have success and engagement.  

• We are developing a cycle graphic and a step-wise approach using easy/appealing graphics to 
interpret the information we illustrating action points within a constant cycle. 

• This will be supported by downloadable CANTER summary document which will be freely available.  

• The campaign narrative, will ensure the right messages are developed, using the right words. 

• Consequences - an important part will be to highlight these    

• We are developing horse owner friendly assets in terms of the campaign narrative and illustrations, 
with a toolkit of resources which can be used in social media and can be refined for key groups.  

• CANTER has a great digital destination through the website which will host these assets    

Activation phase I – Phase I will make efficient use of our available resources, making use of the CANTER 
website to provide easy access and involvement with content available for all.  

• We will use a phased approach to reach the key audiences, phase I involves industry collaboration 
with horse owners/livery yards, prescribers, and activation through the core steering group and 
wider distribution amongst our CANTER family.  

• Resources will include: Graphics, Case studies (create blogs, podcasts, CPD) and Data Capture. 

Importance of data capture: This is an opportunity for CANTER to consider how to promote engagement 
and build up contacts with horse owners, livery yards, breeders, trainers etc. 

mailto:bridget@bridget-lloyd.com
https://canterforhorses.org.uk/research/
https://canterforhorses.org.uk/feedback/
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Activation phase II – we need to explore costs for this more formal targeted arrangement which may involve 
paid advertising and other areas which may require investment (funding), if deemed appropriate. This is 
important to reach certain stakeholder groups and other key audiences – to be considered in the next phase. 

Terminology: Both words “Wormer” and “Dewormer” are used and we discussed which is more appropriate 
for CANTER to use going forward.  

Timeframe: Our aim is to complete the development phase, with a period of testing in the Autumn with the 
campaign going live in the first quarter of 2027, to coincide with key industry events. 

The Core Steering Group was in support of this activity and of the resources in development.  

7. Online supply – All - Reflection on discussion at March meeting 

There was an opportunity for any reflection on this subject since our last meeting, with regard prescribing 
and supplying, to consider if there is more that CANTER should be doing now, aside from the potential to 
revisit the research project discussed at our last meeting, that others may be looking into. 
 
Vets often provide advice to an owner, who then due to geographical location, will source anthelmintics 
from elsewhere from an SQP who then prescribes and supplies. The prescribing decision may be different, 
leading to recent reflection that all advice should be provided as a written prescription.   
 

• There was a strong feeling within the group that written advice should be standard practice to help 
keep prescribing consistent, and that written prescription should include some form of risk 
assessment, which can then be used as justification to anyone supplying any anthelmintic.  

• As CANTER is PAN-group support, with people who are training SQPs, BEVA etc., the steering group 
decided that we will try to encourage a commitment from all, to develop and promote a consistent 
written prescription process and make a significant change. Aim - to encourage improved standards 
and record keeping, rather than introducing a mandatory requirement. 

• The CANTER website could be used to disseminate the proforma template document that people 
can download to use, with Vets/SQPs adding their contact number to encourage dialogue. 

8. RUMA CA&E update – Gwyn, Steve or Mary 

• National antimicrobial reduction – our work continues and the next part of that saw the launch of 
our condition specific campaigns at BVA LIVE last Friday - this work supports the delivery of the 
national antimicrobial use (AMU) reduction targets for dogs and cats, launched last November. We 
have a focus on reducing the use of antibiotics (antimicrobials) in frequently encountered 
conditions where the prevailing evidence does not support antibiotic use in the majority of cases. 
RUMA CA&E has developed resources and guidance available to the profession on Canine Acute 
Diarrhoea and Cat Bite Abscesses/Cat Fight Wounds, two conditions which our “Targets and 
Measures Working Group” felt we could support the profession on.  

• Parasiticides focus – we have ongoing industry and stakeholder collaboration with regard to the 
responsible use of parasiticides and recently submitted a response to the VMDs call for evidence on 
flea and tick treatments. The VMD is reviewing whether these veterinary medicines should continue 
to be sold without professional advice.  

• Events – we are experiencing increased opportunities to participate in various talks and events such 
as a recent BVA member webinar, introducing our AMU targets and Steve has been invited to speak 
about parasiticides at a Zoetis webinar in July. This increasing profile helps to secure further 
important engagement opportunities. 

• Webinar series – we explore opportunities for another RUMA CA&E series of webinars in Q4 this 
year following the success of our first ever webinars last year. A focus on the condition specific 
AMU work will ensure industry awareness and engagement is maintained on this activity. 

• Animal Medicines Amnesty – with positive results from the 2026 campaign we are exploring 
activation of this campaign later this year.  

• RUMA CA&E Annual Report - planned for Nov/Dec. 

• Vaccines – there is ongoing collaboration and further discussion taking place as appropriate. 

• Round table meeting – following successful face-to-face workshop style meetings we consider the 
merits of holding a face-to-face meeting, as an opportunity to bring together key stakeholders to 
discuss and agree key areas of activity e.g. to explore parasiticides and/or another AMU meeting. 
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9. Horizon scan – Raising awareness of emerging risks/intelligence to inform future activities 

VMD updates: 

• The VMDs new adverse event digital reporting system is now live (May 2026) with improved 
guidance to help users to submit higher quality reports from the outset.  

o They encourage all to report lack of efficacy where possible as this is useful information.  

• CANTER has directly impacted SPC changes which is a good news story - some SPCs from old equine 
products, e.g. Pyrantel and Fenbendazole, have been updated as they contained outdated 
statements around interval dosing. The CANTER guidelines publication was used as the consensus 
of cross-sector stakeholders as evidence to justify the change. The outdated statements have been 
removed and new information is now available on the product information database.  

AMTRA - thanks to industry support the first SQP week has been a success, highlighting the role of the SQP 
in terms of responsible use, what they can and can’t do within the wider approach to animal health and 
welfare. 
CANTER guidelines ought to address the multi-resistance to all three anthelmintic classes – we will consider 
this as part of the Autumn review. 
BEVA are about to launch a project, similar to Monitor-Me for antibiotic use, to encourage practices to 
record anthelmintic sales data to encourage vet practices to record data which shows great leadership. 

10. Other activities/meetings - Identify additional equine AR-related activity/campaigns 

Guideline promotion via pro-active education  
There was some discussion about how the Steering Group can develop a long-term plan to encourage 
uptake and use of the Guidelines, via our industry stakeholders, by encouraging a wider uptake, 
incorporating CANTER Guidelines into standard education curricula at all levels when talking about 
parasiticides, including Agricultural schools, Vet schools, SQPs, other animal health training (e.g. Vet Nurses), 
and also for Pony Club (worming badge) and BHS training, using events to ensure visibility.  

• We will collate a list of everyone in charge of a curriculum for equine health. 

• We may need a CANTER education champion or consider re-establishing an education group?  

• Seeking people involved in education: If anyone would like to contact us with interest or 
suggestions of individual/organisations to be involved in this area of activity please contact 
bridget@bridget-lloyd.com or Julia Shrubb, CANTER Chair: julia.shrubb@tceh.co.uk  

11. AOB – Date of next meeting – Thursday 17th September 2026 1-3pm 

 

COMPETITION LAW COMPLIANCE  

It is the policy of CANTER and its core steering group members to comply with competition law. The guidelines below are intended to assist 

members in their participation in CANTER meetings. The consequences of ignoring the law are extremely serious and include fines of up to 10% of 

worldwide turnover and a prison sentence of up to five years.   

Do:  

• Review the agenda before the meeting 

• Object in advance or during the meeting 

to any item or discussion that you 

consider may raise competition law 

concerns  

• Ensure that accurate minutes of the 

meeting are taken 

• Review meeting minutes to ensure they 

reflect what was discussed. 

Do not:  

Discuss the following topics without taking legal advice:  

• Selling prices including price changes, discounts, rebates and allowances 

• Any other commercially sensitive data 

• Costs 

• Commercial actions of competitors 

• Terms of sale including credit terms 

• Allocation of customers, territories and contracts  

• Tenders or any other bids for contracts  

Forget that competition law applies outside of the formal meeting itself. This includes 

discussions pre or post meeting and any follow up actions. 

If you have any concerns or need specific guidance please contact the CANTER Chair or consult external legal advisors.  

 

mailto:bridget@bridget-lloyd.com
mailto:julia.shrubb@tceh.co.uk

